
Friends of ROR
Greater Philadelphia
Celebrate Literacy
On June 17, 330 guests gathered in the grand

rotunda of Philadelphia’s Franklin Institute to
support the Friends of Reach Out and Read Greater
Philadelphia and welcome
first lady Laura Bush.

A dedicated Friends
committee, headed by
Sandy Adzick, Anne
Hamilton, and Margaret
Sullivan, working in
conjunction with ROR
Philadelphia coordinator
Kirsten Plender Rogers
and medical director
Trude Haecker, MD.,
orchestrated a successful
gala that raised more
than $200,000 for 

the
Greater
Philadelphia coalition.

Presenting sponsor, Mellon
Financial Corporation, extended 
its traditional sponsorship role by
organizing the evening’s silent and 
live auction.

Mrs. Bush was introduced by 
7 year old Stefon Walker, a patient 
of Dr. Haecker’s. Stefon presented
Mrs. Bush with his favorite book,
Arthur in a Pickle, charming the
audience of literacy supporters. 

2004 Literacy
Champions

Honored
The 2004 ROR National

Literacy Champion 
Awards were presented to
CVS/pharmacy and Target 
on June 17 at the Greater
Philadelphia Friends Benefit 
for Pediatric Literacy. The 
ROR Literacy Champion
Award is given to an
individual, corporation or
foundation that exemplifies
the mission of Reach Out 
and Read through a steadfast
commitment to early literacy. 

CVS/pharmacy has worked with ROR to 
build program capacity since 1999. Their focused
support of ROR coalitions has furthered ROR’s
national expansion.

Target’s multi-year partnership has
helped to advance the
cause of literacy both
locally and nationally.
Through start-up and
sustainability funding of 
ROR programs, Target
has continued a strong
philanthropic tradition 
of giving back to the
community.
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News for Friends
and Supporters of

Reach Out and Read®

Jennifer Veilleux,

Director of Community

Relations, accepts the

award for CVS.

Laura Bush addresses the
audience at the Benefit for

Pediatric Literacy.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Gregg Steinhafel,

President, Target Stores,

accepts the Literacy

Champion award from

Trude Haecker, MD.
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Board Profile
Steve Cohen

From the very start, Steve Cohen
recognized ROR’s potential. A former

Managing Director at Scholastic Inc., Steve’s
association with ROR began at a meeting 
at the White House in 1997 where he
announced a pledge of 100,000 new books
for ROR children.

Steve remembers, “What became 
clear from that very first meeting was 
that the ROR idea was not only nifty, 
but important. But the challenge was
considerable: how could ROR “touch” 
far more children than the 150,000 they
were currently reaching?”

“Steve saw that this was the
opportunity for publishers to do well by
doing good,” remembers Perri Klass, MD,
ROR Medical Director. He began by initiating a series of challenge grants, both to
the National Center and local programs—which over time resulted in the donation
of more than 1 million free books from Scholastic. 

Later, as the program struggled to find an easy way for sites to order books,
Steve put the wheels in motion and came up with the Reach Out and Read Book
Catalog—currently in its sixth edition and representing more than 30 publishers. 

Steve’s entrepreneurial spirit eventually lead him to join Living Independently, 
a high tech health care start-up, with offices in New York City, that helps the 
elderly live more safely in their own homes. 

Steve has been an active participant on ROR’s Board of Directors since its
formation. He recently commented, “I have served on a number of Boards—
from my children’s school to the Vice Chairmanship of the United States 
Naval Institute—and my work for ROR has been both the most important 
and satisfying.” 

Charlesbridge of Watertown, MA and 
WBUR, Boston 
Last spring Charlesbridge donated 9,000 beautiful
books to ROR programs in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island as part of an initiative that took place during the
WBUR spring fund drive.

Verizon 
In May, 2004, at the National Women’s Association of Verizon Employees
(WAVE) Conference, Dr. Perri Klass accepted a check for $125,000 from the
Verizon Foundation. This generous grant will fund ROR programs in Verizon
communities throughout the country. Thank you also to all of the WAVE
members across the country who have donated their time, collected books, and
raised money for ROR programs in their local communities. We look forward to
another exciting year of this partnership!

Reach Out and Read 
Board of Directors

Steve Cohen 
CEO
Living Independently 
New York, NY 

Martha Gershun
Kansas City, MO 

Joanne Y. Jaxtimer
First Vice President and
Director Corporate Affairs
Mellon New England
Boston, MA 

David Johnson
Founder
Johnson-Roessler Company 
Los Angeles, CA 

Patrice M. Kozlowski
Senior Vice President
Corporate Communications
The Dreyfus Corporation
New York, NY 

Lisa Lebovitz
Weston, MA

Judith Newman
Senior Vice President 
Book Group
Scholastic Inc. 
New York, NY 

Jeffrey Robbins
Partner
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Boston, MA 

Barry S. Zuckerman, M.D. 
Chair and CEO
Professor and Chairman
Department of Pediatrics 
Boston Medical Center/
Boston University School 
of Medicine

Benita Somerfield
Board Advisor
Executive Director
Barbara Bush Foundation 
for Family Literacy
Washington, DC

Perri Klass, M.D.
Ex Officio
Medical Director and President
Reach Out and Read
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Boston University School of
Medicine

THANK
YOU!



Community Book Sale
Benefits ROR
Agroup of book-loving moms from CT recently

found a creative way to support Reach Out and
Read. Faced with an impending move, Lisa Segal
decided to clean out her book collection. She
convinced the other members of her book group to
join her in organizing a gently used book sale. 

They talked to other friends, advertised in local
classifieds and posted flyers throughout their neighbor-
hoods. The result was hundreds of children’s and adult
books that they then sold at a giant yard sale.

The friends knew that they wanted the proceeds 
to benefit children, and after careful research, an article
in Parent’s Magazine “10 Children’s Charities that
Deserve Your $$$”, lead them to Reach Out and Read.

“We are thrilled to help promote children’s literacy,
especially to those children who may not otherwise 
be exposed to the joy of reading at such an early age.”
Lisa commented. The money they raised will be used
to purchase new books for ROR children. Thank you
Lisa, Julie Finkel-Hozer, Mindy McNerney, Sarah
Manning, Alison Sokol and Margi Klein!

Volunteers
Make a
Difference
“Inever expected

reading to children to
be as rewarding as it has
been. I only hope that 
I have impacted the lives
of the kids that I work with
as much as they have impacted mine. Each child
that I read to is different, but they all share the
same sense of excitement when they see me
carrying books through the hospital hallways with
my Reach Out and Read tote bag.”

Caroline Andrews, ROR Volunteer, 
Bellevue Hospital, NY

Profile of a ROR Friend:
Kirke Hall
Kirke Hall’s

association dates
back to l998, when
she attended one of
the first informational
meetings for the
Friends of Reach Out
and Read. After
listening to ROR’s
medical director,
Perri Klass, MD,
speak about the program, Kirke remembers thinking
that ROR, “...seemed like something so simple, so
easy, yet so unique and effective.”

When her first daughter was born a few years later,
Kirke was well-prepared to start reading to her from an
early age, and enjoyed looking for the cues provided
on the ROR Developmental Milestones. Merritt, now

almost 4, was later
joined by Caroline,
18 months old.

An interior
designer, Kirke 
has lent her
considerable talents
to ROR events,
including the décor
of the first Friends
Gala in 2000,
which welcomed
first lady Laura
Bush to Boston
and raised more

than $300,000 for ROR. 
Kirke’s current challenge is the upcoming Read and

Romp family event in Boston. She and her committee
are currently designing the book stations where 
young children will engage in activities, games, arts
and crafts. She is delighted to once again be involved

in a project that will
ultimately help bring 
books into children’s lives.
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A volunteer shares a story at Bellevue Hospital’s (NYC)Reach Out and Read

If you are interested in
joining the Friends of Reach Out and Read,

please contact Anne-Marie Fitzgerald,Director of Development at 617-629-8042, ext. 226
or email her at

annemarie.fitzgerald@reachoutandread.org

Spread the Joy this Holiday Season—
Make a Tribute Gift to Reach Out and Read 
Honor someone special this holiday season by making a contribution to 
Reach Out and Read. Make a gift of $25 or more and ROR will acknowledge 
your donation with a colorful gift card. Your support will help us bring books 
into the lives of children who would otherwise grow up without them.

Kirke Hall enjoys a story with 

daughters Caroline and Merritt.



New Medical Research
Supports ROR
Astudy published in the May edition of Pediatrics,

and carried out by a team of researchers from
the Department of Pediatrics, Yale University School
of Medicine, provides additional evidence that ROR
works. “More Evidence for Reach Out and Read: 
A Home Based Study,” concluded, “A modest literacy
intervention, such as ROR, can have a significant
impact on a child’s home literacy environment.”

Mrs. Bush, a ROR advocate since 1997, spoke 
of the importance of books in the lives of young
children. “With your continued support, Reach Out
and Read can meet its goal of launching 1500 new
program sites in the next five years. This expansion
will build the libraries and love of reading for a million
more children,”  she said.

ROR Greater Philadelphia is a coalition that
includes 25 ROR programs reaching 70,000 young
children in southeastern Pennsylvania.

LITERACY CHAMPIONS   CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2004 Richard Robinson
Award Presented at 
ROR National Conference
Daisy Kime of Shreveport, LA was presented with the 3rd annual

Richard Robinson Award at the ROR National Conference in San
Francisco. The award is named in honor of Dick Robinson, President
and CEO of Scholastic, whose vision and support was instrumental in
ROR’s growth and development during the program’s early years.

A retired social worker, Daisy was recruited to serve as volunteer
coordinator of the ROR program at Louisiana State University Health
Sciences Center-Shreveport in 1998. She has seen ROR through six

successful
years at that program, where
she currently serves as its part-time coordinator. 
Daisy’s creativity, energy, and passion for the program
have served Reach Out and Read well, and we
congratulate her on her achievement.

Your United Way
Contribution Can
Benefit ROR
When you make your 2004 United Way

contribution, you can designate Reach Out
and Read as the recipient. Simply enter the 
Reach Out and Read name in the “Restricted
Contribution” category on your pledge form.

ROR’s Book Group
Project Set to Launch

Pass the Book is an initiative of Reach Out
and Read designed to raise $3 million from

individuals who love reading to provide new,
culturally and age appropriate books for 
the more than 2 million young children 

ROR serves annually. 

If you belong to a book club, 
you can help ROR spread the 
word about Pass the Book! 

For an information packet, please contact 
Beth Krueger at 617-629-8042, ext. 240
or email beth.krueger@reachoutandread.org
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Doctors Marlene Broussard, Paul Cooper, Robert McVieand Joseph Bocchini Jr. from LSUHSC-Shreveport congratulate Daisy Kime on her award.



A.L. Mailman Foundation
The Acorn Foundation
Alabama Power

Foundation, Inc.
Barbara Alfond
Katharine B. Alfond
Anonymous
Around New England

Book Fair
Bain Capital Childrens

Charity Ltd
Robert I. & Jacqueline

Baum Bechek
James & Susan Beck
Steven & Joan Belkin
Wally & Roz Bernheimer
Helen Bing
Books Are Fun, Ltd.
Ronald N. & Claudia

Braunstein
Louise & Steven R. Brooks
Brown Rudnick Berlack &

Israels, LLP 
James & Jennifer

Buchanan
Amy Marlyse Burgert
Tom & Jen Cafferty
The California

Endowment
Marshall & Missy Carter
Gerald Casper
CIBC World Markets
Citizens Bank Foundation
Cogan Family Foundation
Ellen Cohen & Daniel

Haber
Steve Cohen
Combined Jewish

Philanthropies
Comcast Corporation
Robert & Patricia Cowan
CVS/pharmacy
Lisa & Larry Davis 
Sue Lonoff deCuevas
Neil Deshpande
Brian & Jean Dies
Disney Worldwide

Outreach
Alexandra Court &

Christian Arthur Dubois
Terri Edelman 
Falmouth Jewish

Congregation
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Fannie Mae Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift

Fund
Fife Family Foundation &

John Cragin
Edward & Gretchen Fish
Fleet Charitable Trust
Benjamin & Wendy

Maislen Frank
Fraser Family Foundation
Friends of the

Minneapolis Public
Library

Jim Furlong
Christopher Gaffney &

Karen Kames
Martha Gershun
The Gillette Company
Chris & Mary Beth

Gordon
The Gravestar Foundation
Lawrence & Beth

Greenberg
Elaine R. Grossman
Guidant Matching Funds

Program
Victoria Anne Hadden
John Halpern
Rudman Ham
Kate & Doug Hamel
Adam Harter
The Hasbro Children’s

Foundation
William H. & Lucile Hays
Alison & Michael Holmes
John C. & Kathryn Hunter
Norman M. Jacobs
Jewish Communal Fund
Kaiser Permanente
Kansas Chapter of the

AAP
Patrick Keenan
Seth & Beth S. Klarman
Perri E. Klass
Jennifer Knapp
Brian & Debra Smith Knez
Steven & Lorna Kogon
Douglas & Elizabeth Korn
Debbie & Todd Krasnow
Beth & Mark Kurensky
Eric & Lori Lander
David Landis
John & Deborah Amato

Laupheimer

Melanie Lawrence &
Kevin J. Frank

Stephen & Lisa Lebovitz
Benjamin & Ann Lewin
Edward H. Linde Family

Foundation
Joseph & Anita B.

Loscalzo
Love Family Foundation,

Inc.
M Financial Group
The Mabel Louise Riley

Foundation
Malfer Foundation
Marguerite Casey

Foundation
The Marks Charitable

Foundation
James & Shirley Marten
Mayer, Brown, Rowe &

Maw LLP
Steve & Caroline Melberg
Mellon Charitable Giving
Mellon New England
Brad & Karen L. Meslin
Kevin & Cindy Murtagh
Robin Nathanson
Neiman Marcus Group
Judith Newman
Bouke Noordzij
Kenneth Norman &

Elizabeth Lempert
M. Frank Norman
Northern Points, LLC
Patrick & Jennifer

O’Beirne
Thomas Pernetti, Jr.
Pfizer, Inc.
Polo Ralph Lauren

Foundation
The Pritchard Family

Foundation
Stanley J. & Carol A.

Riemer
Rochester Gas & Electric
Gary & Pat Rosenbloom
Gus A. & Georgia

Rousonelos
Kenneth T. Schiciano
Scholastic Inc.
Patricia Schroeder
Michael Schwartz &

Donna Di Donato

Lisa Marks Schwarz &
Jonathan Schwarz

Scott B. & Annie P.
Appleby Charitable
Trust

Second Congregational
Church

Jennifer Seeman
Lisa Segal
Ellis Seidman & Jenny

Netzer
Amber Setter & Todd

Kerkow
Elizabeth Skavish &

Michael Rubenstein
Deborah & Robert

Slotpole
Becky Kidder Smith &

Thomas Smith
Sovereign Bank
St. Christopher’s Hospital

for Children
St. Rose Hospital

Foundation
Kathy & Robert Stansky 
Sherman & Jill Starr 
Cathy Stern
SunTrust Bank
Swalm Foundation
The TJX Foundation, Inc.
Target Stores
Taylor Foundation
Tenet Healthcare

Foundation
Tiger Woods Foundation
Lynda E. Tocci
Twomey, Latham, Shea, &

Kelley, LLP
Gregory S. Uhing
Verizon
Verizon Foundation
Vinik Family Foundation
Wal-Mart Foundation
Kathryn A. Webber
The Weezie Foundation
Heywood Wilansky
Douglas & Elizabeth

Williams
Carter & Lissa Winstanley
Scott G. Wolff
Working Assets (WALD)
Zonta Club of Chelsea
Barry & Pamela

Zuckerman

Thank You to Our Supporters
(Gifts and grants of $250 and above)
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