OUR MISSION
Reach Out and Read gives young children a foundation for success
by incorporating books into pediatric care and encouraging families
to read aloud together.

WHO WE ARE
Reach Out and Read is a nonprofit organization that trains and supports medical providers who give books
to children and advice to parents about the importance of reading aloud at well-child exams.
Our organization builds on the unique relationship between parents and medical providers to develop
essential early literacy skills in young children via the existing healthcare infrastructure. Each year, Reach Out
and Read serves 4.5 million children across all 50 states, focusing on those in low-income families.

WHAT WE DO
During regular pediatric checkups, Reach Out and Read pediatricians, family physicians, and nurse practitioners
give new, developmentally-appropriate books to children, from infancy through 5 years, and advise parents about
the importance of reading aloud.
As a result of this evidence-based intervention, parents learn new ways to stimulate their children’s literacy
development, have more books in their home, and read to their children more. Parents are supported as their
children’s first and most important teachers, and children are given a foundation for success.

WHY WE DO IT
The first five years of life offer a critical window for learning, with rapid brain development that does not occur at
any other time. Many children, especially from low-income families, are not read to from birth. Children who hear
fewer words during early childhood start school developmentally behind their peers and may never catch up.
Reach Out and Read delivers results. Our program is a proven intervention, supported by 16 independent,
published research studies. During the preschool years, children served by Reach Out and Read score three
to six months ahead of their non-Reach Out and Read peers on vocabulary tests, preparing them to start school
on target.
Research shows that children who start school on track are more likely to reach their full educational,
social, and life potential.

THE ANNUAL IMPACT: 4 . 5 MILLION children served. 6.5 MILLION books distributed.
21 THOUSAND medical providers. 5.5 THOUSAND program sites. 50 states and d.c.
For more information, visit www.reachoutandread.org
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